Living and Working in Spain.

Whether you are planning to leave the UK to live in Spain as a retiree or to work, there are several important things to consider before you leave your home country.

EU citizens should be aware that if they are not working in Spain, they will be required to demonstrate proof of financial means when they apply for the residence card inside Spain.  Pensioners will have to show the authorities that they are receiving their pension cheques every month or that they have sufficient means to maintain themselves.  BCC could assist you by putting you in touch with a Spanish lawyer (abogado) who would arrange for you to acquire your residence card.

Medical Care

EU citizens who are not of retirement age and who do not receive a pension must obtain medical insurance in Spain.  If they are not working in Spain they must demonstrate that they receive a regular income or possess sufficient resources to maintain themselves.

EU citizens intending to work or start a business in Spain, can simply arrive in the country and begin their paperwork immediately.  They can apply for work in Spain at ‘Spain’s national employment services’ under exactly the same conditions as Spaniards.  A useful contact in Malaga is bolsatrabajo@camaramalaga.com
each Ayuntamiento (Town Hall) would have their own arrangements and centres where you could find information.  In addition, BCC One World could undertake to assist you in finding a trusted abogado (solicitor), the appropriate ayuntamiento and assisting you with translations.

Another place where you could find information is the Spanish Consulate, their telephone number is 020 7589 8989  you should ask for a copy of Leaflet C16 in the UK, this leaflet explains about importing your household goods, and gives information about driving licences.

NOTE:  If you are a non-EU citizen already established in Spain but still on tourist status, it is possible to apply for exemption from the visa requirement so that you do not have to return to your home country.  You will need to have a good reason for this, such as illness, in order to obtain the exemption.

Non-European Union citizens will need to obtain a visa when applying for a residence permit after arriving in Spain.  The visa can only be obtained from the Spanish Consulate in the home country before leaving for Spain.

Banking

Go to your bank and make sure that they understand exactly how your money is to be sent to you.  Make  absolutely sure they know a corresponding bank in the area of Spain where you will live.  Transfers of money can take weeks when not properly handled.

You will need to establish that the bank you choose in Spain has a working relationship with your bank at home and can readily receive funds from them.  Transfers have been known to get stuck in a main office in Madrid and not reach their destination until weeks, even months later, after heated telephone calls and faxes.

Open a bank account in Spain and once you have your bank account, you can deposit your foreign cheques, or make direct transfers, and then write euro cheques for payments on your new property, making money matters easier.

You and your car.

· EU Citizens.

What will you do with your car when you are moving to Spain?  Can you take your present car with you and keep it in Spain under its UK registration?  Can you import the car and register it in Spain?  Can you keep your foreign plated car in Spain to use on your holiday visits?  If you become a resident, do you have to have a car on Spanish registration?

BCC One World assist you in finding out the answers to this questions when preparing a report for you, this is part of the services provided by BCC when assisting families or individuals to relocate or finding a holiday home in Spain.

As a rule, if you are a tourist in Spain, you can use your car for six months in a calendar year with no formalities other than the presentation at the border of your driving licence, car registration and insurance certificate.  If you are planning to keep the car longer than this in Spain you will have to garage it for the other six months each year.

· Non-EU Citizens.

Non-EU citizens are still subject to the sealing requirements if they wish to keep their foreign registered cars permanently in Spain.  If after your six months period is up, and you do not wish to drive your car out of the country, you can ask the Spanish customs officials to “seal” it for you, this means, that the car cannot be driven.  When you are ready to depart the customs office will unseal the car and then you will be able to drive it for the next six months when you return back to Spain and so on.

Spanish police are checking foreign-plated cars

There is however tax-free importation for anyone moving to Spain and wanting to bring their own car, this could have noteworthy savings.  However, you must have owned the car for more than six months and have firm intentions to immigrate to Spain and become officially a Spanish resident.

Property issues

· Expropriation of Property.

If your property borders a projected highway or is affected by a new bypass, the authorities represented by the Ministerio de Obras Publicas y Transportes (MOPT) ‘ Ministry of Public Works and Transport’, can expropriate your property and put you off it.  However, they must pay you.  The doctrine of justiprecio (Doctrine of fair price by the State in forcible expropriations) applies, meaning they must pay you a fair price, and there are legal avenues open to you to protect your rights in the matter.  You must have a Spanish solicitor to assist you when purchasing property in Spain and make sure that all searches have been carried out, prior to exchanges of any deposits.

Building your own home.

The first thing you need to know is, can you get permission from the town hall to build on it?  Building permits cost around 4% of the estimated construction cost.   This can vary from town to town.

If your land is in a registered urbanisation, or housing estate, with its papers in order, your will probably have no problem.  Sometimes the land comes with the building permit already arranged.  However, there are zoning changes from time to time and you may find the land is in the middle of a green zone and no building can take place.  You must check with the town hall first to make sure changes are not to take place.  A Spanish speaking person would be very useful here, and this is part of the services BCC provides.  The Plan General de Ordenacion Urbana, the Town Plan, however, needs a specialist to help you understand it, as there are some cases special building codes set up for specific zones.

There are some developments that never received official approval and where building is stopped today because they never met the legal requirements for the services they must provide, such as roads of a certain width, or water supply.  Be sure to check also the building regulations for plots and areas around your chosen spot.

Valencia, the ‘LRAU’

This initials stand for the Ley Reguladora de Actividades Urbanisticas, the Law Regulating Urbanisations Activities.  The law provides that Town Halls may designate private developers as Urbanising Agents, with the power to compel private owners either to sell parts of their land at low prices, or to pay high charges for infrastructure.

The law is clearly open to abuse and even the UK Ambassador has taken part in questioning the Valencia government about the protection of citizen’s basic rights.  If you buy in an established urbanisation, you should be all right.  If you buy country land or property, make sure you check on any possible urbanisation plans in the area.

Please let BCC guide and assist you in all aspects of relocating or purchasing your dream home in the sun by contacting us by e-mail info@bcc1w.net or telephone in the UK: 0044 7951 430 978 or in Spain: 0034 610 832 432.  Information on other topics could be commissioned by request.

